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Small Group Ministries hosted a luncheon Sunday, Sept 

25.  They wanted to nourish our church community 

through fellowship with food.  Members of the various 

groups made delicious dishes to share with the congrega-

tion, and were on hand to talk about the various groups 

and what they are currently studying.  Don’t be concerned 

that you may not have made it to the class from the begin-

ning, or that you can’t make it every week, any time is a 

god time to study the Bible!  For a complete list of groups 

see page 8 of this newsletter.  They plan to have another 

luncheon in May. Are you interested in starting your own 

small group, or have  a  topic you would like covered, 

contact Jaymes Hayes at jhayes@stplmunster.com or  

219-836-6270 x 249.   
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From Pastor Stock 

Scripture Alone – It is more than just part of Reformation history. For instance: 

 

Did you know that it’s incredibly important that Christians look at the world through the Bible’s eyes?  After all, the 

Bible is the revealed word of God, the true record of history.  We should always put on our ―Biblical glasses‖ in order 

to understand our world. 

 

Let me give you a couple of examples. 

 

If you took your children to the Grand Canyon, and they asked you how the layers of rock and a deep canyon formed, 

you should immediately put on your Biblical glasses and say something like this: 

 

―Well, children, those layers contain billions of fossils.  The Bible teaches that there was no death before sins – there-

fore these layers couldn’t have been laid down before Adam Sand.  Also, the Bible tells us about a global flood – that 

would have created layers burying lots of dead things.‖ 

 

Here’s another example. How do you explain dinosaurs?  By putting on your biblical glasses, you can say quite a bit 

about dinosaurs: they ate plants before sins; they were on a huge ship that landed in the Middle East and so on. 

 

If we build our thinking on the Bible, beginning with Genesis, we’re actually putting on Biblical glasses to view our 

world.  
 
Adapted from the October 17, 2006 Answers . . . with Ken Ham radio program. 

Did You Know…? 

D ear Friends in Christ, 

 

The Lord had Paul write to the congregation at Philippi about being of one mind and caring for one another. He wrote 

"Do nothing from rivalry or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than yourselves. Let each of you look 

not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others." Phil 2:3-4 

This humble caring attitude on the part of the members of the body of Christ is a blessing for us all. Each of us living this 

out day by day will create an environment in which all of us are blessed and can thrive God's way. It is living the "body 

of Christ" metaphor seeing all of us as connected and supportive like the members of the body. This is a blessing God 

wants for His Church. 

And . . . the blessing can go further. This same humble, looking to the interests of others attitude can go with you into the 

world as a tool for shining the light of Christ. Paul wrote that too, "you shine as lights in the world" Phil 2:15b. Living 

this way, you will be different than the worldly norm. You will get the chance to show care for others. You'll be able to 

build  relationships, within  which, you  will be able to shine  Christ's light.  Showing that you care will  give you the 

opportunity to tell why you care and who cares for you. Showing Christ's love, you will be able to tell of Christ's love, 

grace and saving work. 

Humbly looking to the needs of others you will shine Christ's light into this dark and needy world. God bless you as you 

serve him. 
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Movie Night ! 

Walther MOVIE NIGHT !  You are cordially in-

vited to see ―Walther,‖ a new movie made for this 

fall to celebrate the 200th anniversary of C.F.W. 

Walther’s birth. 

   The two hour movie 

will be shown in the 

Adult Education room 

Tuesday, Oct 18, 7-9 

PM.  Popcorn will be 

free!  Coffee and other 

beverages will also be 

provided at no charge.  

Knowing our past helps 

us know ourselves. Invite a friend.  Brief discussion 

will follow the movie if you wish to stay. 

   Who was C. F. W. Walther?  He was the first 

president of the Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod, 

the first president of Concordia Seminary, St. 

Louis, and was instrumental in saving our church at 

a critical time of its formation.  Walther joined the 

Saxon Germans who immigrated to the United 

States in 1839 (the date of arrival), and at the age of 

27 found himself leader of the group that settled in 

Perry County, Missouri. In 1847, Walther played a 

key role in the founding of the LCMS, which now 

ranks as one of the largest Christian denominations 

in the United States.  Viewers will travel across the 
globe from Wittenberg, Germany to Wittenberg, 

Missouri.   

Ladies: Are you burnt out from trying to "do it all," 

or would you like to do what matters?  We're smart, 

we're busy, we're trying to do God's will, and we're 

exhausted.  We desperately want to get into the 

Word and know God's will for our lives, but how is 

it relevant?  Did Hannah need to decide whether or 

not to commit to travel soccer?  Did Mary have to 

worry about returning to work when she became an 

empty-nester?  Won't someone please give me a 

practical, cultural roadmap? 

 

Women's Ministry is offering a brand-new DVD-

based Bible Study series from trusted organization 

FamilyLife called "Life-Ready Woman," during the 

Bible Study hour on Sundays, beginning October 9. 

After 8 sessions, you will have a confident, practical 

p l a n  o f  a c t i o n  t o :   

Å  Experience more of 

life—with less regret  

Å  Minimize stress 

Å  Find clear direction 

about God’s priorities 

Å  Bring  a  Biblical  

b a l an c e  t o  l i f e 

Å  Discover clarity in 

relationships, including 

with God and men 

Å  Develop a personal 

plan for life  

  

In order to leave plenty of time for workbooks and 

discussion, this series will run from 9:15 til 10:45am 

in the Preschool Multi-purpose Room, with assis-

tance for little ones getting to & from Sunday School 

if you need it.  Singles, new moms, empty nesters, 

new grandmas, this personally applies to you.  Bring 

a friend and let us know you're interested so that we 

have enough supplies on hand!  For more informa-

tion, visit the Women's Ministry page on the SP 

website (www.stplmunster.com/womensmin.htm) or 

email Joce Boblink at jocelyn@gothicwindows.com.  

Is your group looking to do a fundraiser? 
Please remember that all fundraisers at St. Paul’s 

need to be approved by the Board of Stewardship.  

Event request forms are available online, or in the 

church or school office.  The  Board of Stewardship 

is currently chaired by Glenn Weller. 

Womenõs Ministry 

B o a r d  o f  S t e wa r d s h i p  

http://www.stplmunster.com/womensmin.htm
mailto:jocelyn@gothicwindows.com
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St. Paul’s is hosting our first annual Trunk n Treat! This 

is a great way to connect our community with our St. 

Paul’s families. This event is designed to give families 

here at St. Paul’s and in our local communities a safe 

and fun way to celebrate 

this holiday. We are looking 

for members of St. Paul’s 

Church and School to take 

part. What is Trunk n Treat, 

you ask? Well, we gather in 

the school parking lot with 

our vehicles, we park with 

our trunks toward the center 

aisle, then we open our 

trunks or lower our tailgates 

and inside they are decorated for Halloween and full of 

candy to pass out to the kids! Remember we are a 

church with young children, so please no scary, witch, 

or devil stuff. The vehicle with the best decorations wins 

a prize!  We would love to have a large turnout  as this 

event is being advertised in the Munster Fall/Winter 

Program Guide. The Trunk n Treat will be Sunday Oct 

30 from 3-5 pm. Sign up today by emailing Julie Pals at 

jpals@stplmunster.com. 

What does Jesus know about laundry and car-

pools?  Find out by reading Jill Savage's book Real 

Mom's Real Jesus with the Women's Small Group 

Bible Study.  We will begin our look at Jesus' life 

and how it relates to ours on Thursdays: Sept 29, 

Oct 13, Nov 3, Nov 17, Dec 1, and Dec 15.  We 

will meet in the lunch room from 8:30-11 am. 

Childcare will be provided. For help acquiring the 

book or to obtain a reading schedule please contact 

Heather Finnegan,  or Lisa Smith. 

Toddle Out group will meet in the nursery on Oct 7 and 

Oct 21 at 8:30 am.  It’s a time for the young ones to 

play and the parents to enjoy the company of other 

adults. Contact Heather Finnegan for info. 

St. Paul's Small Group Ministry   Below are listed the small groups currently identified here at St. 
Paul's.  If you are interested in getting involved  please  contact  one  of  the  group  facilitators  or 
Jaymes Hayes in the church office and someone will contact you.  There is also a bulletin board 
with information in the fellowship area. 
 

 Meeting  Meeting   Group   

Facilitators  Time  Frequency  Studying/Topic  Mix   

Eric Fehlau Tuesday 6:30 pm 
three weeks a 

month 
1 Corinthians 

Singles or 
Couples 

 

Moe & Patti 
Wente 

Thursday 7 pm Weekly Spiritual Warfare 
Singles or 
Couples 

 

Marian Froberg Tuesday 1 pm 
2nd & 4th   
Tuesday 

Holy Spirit 
Singles or 
Couples 

 

Scott & Kathy 
Boeckman 

Wednesday 7 pm Weekly The Unexplained 
Married 
Couples 

 

Al and Karen 
Phillips 

Thursday 7:30 pm 
Every other 

Week 
Strengthen Marriage 

Married 
Couples 

 

Heather        
Finnegan 

Thursday 8:30 am 
Every other 

Week 

Real Moms,  Real 
Jesus 

Women  

Brian Eriks Wednesday 7:30pm 
1st and 3rd 
Wednesday 

Man in the Mirror Dads  

Brian Eriks Sunday 9:30am Weekly Jesus' Passion 
Singles or 
Couples 

 

Tr u n k  N  Tr e a t  

To d d l e  O u t  

Womenõs Small 

G r o u p  
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More News & Information 

CHURCH INFORMATION 

Dropped your land line?  The Deacons and church 

office may not have your cell phone number.  Please 

contact Caroline Weller, Membership Coordinator, 

cweller@stplmunster.com 219-836-6270 x.225, to 

make sure your information is up to date. 

On September 21 the final stage of planting perennial 

flowers was completed at the church entrance.  Mr. 

Wayne Gruber from Garden on the Prairie, in Lowell, 

did the design, spotted the plants and instructed our 

Garden Group on how to plant.  After an hour and a 

half, about 100 plants were in the ground, mulching 

and clean-up was completed. 

We were blessed with 

a beautiful day to 

complete this task. 

Many thanks for our 

dedicated gardeners.  

Our gardening season 

will soon end, please 

consider joining the 

group next year - your 

help would be most 

appreciated.  Please 

take time to enjoy the 

beautiful colors of the 

trees and plants 

throughout our  

campus.  

It is that time of year again, Come join us for our 

annual HAYRIDE! The date is October 16 at 

4:00. We will serve hot dogs and s’mores at the 

campfire after the hayride. This year the Hayride 

will be at Deep River County Park, 9001 east U.S. 

30 in Merrillville, IN. $3.00 per person or $10.00 

per family. Make your reservation before October 

1 4  b y  c o n t a c t i n g  J u l i e  P a l s  a t 

jpals@stplmunster.com .  

BOARD of FELLOWSHIP 

Volunteer data entry position available. 

We are looking for someone to help once a month 

for about two hours to enter attendance into our 

computer.  Contact Caroline Weller, Membership 

Coordinator at cweller@stplmunster.com or 219-836

-6270 x.225. 

Weôve welcomed new members, now what? 

Let’s encourage them and help them feel included 

and part of our church family.  You can help by join-

ing the Assimilation Committee.  Contact  Caroline 

Weller,  Member  Coordinator at 219-836-6270 

x.225 or cweller@stplmunster.com. 

S t e p h e n  M i n i s t e r s  C a r e-  
When was the last time someone really listened 
to you? We're talking about that undistracted, full
-attention kind of listening. That's one of the ways 
Stephen Ministers care for others. We need 
Stephen Ministers to care for  those  who are 
making that long journey through the valley of a 
life crisis. Will you consider serving in this way? 
For more information, please contact Jaymes 
H a y e s  a t  2 1 9 - 8 3 6 - 6 2 7 0  x 2 4 9  o r 
jhayes@stplmunster.com . 

Pictorial Directories will be here later this month!   

The directory was designed with the theme of the 

125th Anniversary of St. Paul’s Lutheran School.  

We hope you enjoy seeing pictures as early as 1903 

up through the years at various school locations.  

Special thanks to Carl Mueller and Lois Buuck who 

helped pull together the historical information and 

photographs. 

 

If you were photographed or submitted a photo, you 

can pick up your free copy of the directory between 

services or in the church office. 

G r o u n d s  C r e w  

mailto:jpals@stplmunster.com
mailto:cweller@stplmunster.com
mailto:jpals@stplmunster.com
mailto:jhayes@stplmunster.com
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The following are significant changes adopted by the 2010 

LCMS convention for its conventions and elections and 

mailed to congregations as noted.  

 

Mailing #1: 09/01/11  District Convention Delegate/

A l t e r n a t e  D e l e g a t e  E l e c t i o n s 
With district conventions beginning as early as January 

2012, congregations are already in the process of electing 

delegates and alternate delegates—always an important 

responsibility.                  . 

IMPORTANT CHANGE: District convention delegates 

also will cast their congregations’ votes in the national 

election of the President of the Synod, as required by 

Synod Bylaw 3.12.2.3:           . 
Four weeks prior to the national convention, the Secretary of the 

Synod, using lists of delegates in attendance at the prior yearôs 

district  conventions  as  submitted  by  the  secretaries of the 

districts,  shall  provide,  via  a  secure  and verifiable method, 

opportunity for two voting delegates from each congregation in 

attendance  at t he  previous district conventions who remain 

members of the congregations they represented to vote for one of 

the candidates for President....            . 
AS CONGREGATIONS CHOOSE THEIR DELEGATES 

to their district conventions, note:  Congregations can only 

participate in the 2013 vote for Synod President if they 

elect  delegates.  Delegates  will  only  be  permitted  to  

participate  in  the vote if  they  attend  their  district  con-

ventions. While the electronic voting system to be used in 

the  election  of  President  will  be  user-friendly,  some 

familiarity with and access to a computer and the Internet 

on the part of delegates will be helpful. 

Information  regarding  how voting will be done  will be 

addressed in future mailings.  

Raymond L. Hartwig 

LCMS Secretary 

 

 

Mailing #2: 09/15/11  Election of Delegates to Circuit 

Forums                                       . 
Prior to the 2010 LCMS convention, Circuit Forums 

(official gatherings of representatives of the congregations 

of a circuit) were required to meet prior to national Synod 

conventions  to conduct essential convention-related busi-

ness.  This has not changed.                                     . 

WHAT HAS CHANGED:                    . 

Circuit forums now must also meet prior to district conven-

tions to handle two essential items of business: 

 The selection of a circuit counselor for the 2012-2015 

triennium (for ratification by the convention) 

 The adoption of overtures for district convention con-

sideration, including recommendations for synod-wide 

mission and ministry emphases for the 2013-2016 

Synod triennium 

WITH DISTRICT CONVENTIONS BEGINNING AS 

EARLY AS JANUARY 2012, congregations must plan 

now to elect their circuit forum representatives (Synod By-

law 5.3.2): The circuit forum consists of a pastor of each 

congregation [of the circuit] and one member of each con-

gregation designated by the congregation. 

IT IS TIME FOR CONGREGATIONS TO SCHEDULE 

VOTERS MEETINGS to elect official circuit forum repre-

sentatives.  Specific information regarding the business to 

be addressed by these circuit forums will be provided in 

future mailings.  

Raymond L. Hartwig 

LCMS Secretary 
 

 

Bob Jensen on behalf of the Board of Deacons 

Convention Procedure Updates 

Dr. Maier Presentation 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church will once again host Dr. Paul L. Maier as a 

speaker on November 19th, 2011. Registration begins at 9:00 am and the 

presentation runs from 9:30 am - 3:15 pm.  Coffee, donuts and a box lunch 

will be served.  Limited tickets are available at St. Paul's church office for 

$15.  Dr. Maier is a Professor of Ancient History at Western Michigan 

University and the Second Vice-President of the Lutheran Church Missouri 

Synod.  He has penned numerous scholarly and popular works including 

"A  Skeleton  in  God's  Closet," which  became  national  best  seller  in  

religious fiction.  Look for more information soon as it becomes available. 

For more information or to reserve your ticket, call (219) 836-6270. 
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SENIORS 

The 55+ Club will meet on 

Wednesday, Oct. 12, at 12:30 

in the Fellowship area.  After 

dessert and a brief business 

meeting, we will be having two 

visitors. They are Lyn Kimble 

and Sophie, her seeing eye dog. 

Lyn raises and trains dogs to 

work with the blind and sight 

impaired. Her experiences in this area should be 

very interesting and enlightening to our group. 

 

How Can We Help You? 
Share with us how the Youth of St. Paul’s  

can help you 

Name_____________________________ 

Phone_____________________________ 

Address___________________________ 

___Need help raking yard 

___Need help shoveling snow 

___Would like to be prayed for: 

________________________________ 

________________________________ 
Please return slip to Jaymes Hayes or  

church office 

Last week Church Mutual Insurance Company paid St. 

Paul’s an on-site visit and inspection.  We were highly 

commended for our new parking lot dismissal procedures.  

Our agent Steve praised us for being proactive in correcting 

the ―children walk to cars in parking lot‖ arrangement and 

formulating with Munster Police the current plan of ―cars 

pick up children from sidewalks.‖  St. Paul’s will not be 

insured by Church Mutual unless we continue with the 

―cars pick up children from sidewalks‖ model. 

 

Steve also stated parents are to be reminded to Buckle Up 

first before leaving the curb. 

 

Other insurance security measures are being put into place.  

Walkie-talkie radios will be provided for custodial staff, 

playground attendants and school office personnel.  Steve 

suggested a certain brand of radio that operates through 

cinder block walls.  Our former radios were dysfunctional 

as they were not strong enough to penetrate cinder block. 

 

More information will be provided at the end of the school 

year that pertains to permission to: 

 ―treat & transport‖ injured students 

 copies of family insurance cards will be needed for 

emergencies 

 St. Paul’s School will need more detailed lists of per-

sons allowed to pick up children from school in the pm. 

 Don’t worry about any of this until next school year. 

 

Steve also said that churches and schools should remember 

two important things: 1. Should we have recognized this as 

a problem?  2. Did we fix what we could have?  Regarding 

the parking lot redesign, Steve stated that we did cover 

these two important areas. 

 

As we are all learning how best to work together safely and 

with respect, please remember Ephesians 4:32 (KJV) ―Be 

ye  kind  one  to  another,  tenderhearted,  forgiving one 

another, even as God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you.‖ 

St. Paul’s School recently received a generous donation from an anonymous donor. 

 

Dear Donor, 

    Generous Soul!  Thank you!  You have made our new math and science 

curriculum concise and complete!  Due to your kindness we were able to add 

electronic devices, such as SmartBoards, to the classroom computers. 

    I thank you!  The faculty thanks you!  And most of all, the students thank 

you as they are digital natives, born in the computer age who need the stimuli 

that you provided! 

    ―Well done thou good and faithful servant!‖ 

    With Godspeed and respect, 

    L. C. Braatz 

SCHOOL NEWS 
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Thrivent News 
by Carsten Falkenberg 

FLY- The October Senior High FLY events will be the 
2nd and 16th.  We will meet from 3pm to 5pm in the 
youth room.  Please use the North entrance.  Senior 
High Movie Night will also be October 23rd from 
6:30 to 9pm. 
 
Impact-The October Junior High Impact night will be 
Thursday, October 13th, 6:30-8:30. Please use the 
North entrance. 
 
wŀƪŜ ΩƴΩ wǳƴ- ¢ƘŜ ȅƻǳǘƘ ƻŦ {ǘΦ tŀǳƭΩǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƻƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴ 
host  the event of raking  as  many  yards of our 
congregation members who need help as possible. 
The event will be 
November 5th. We 
will meet at 9:30am 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ 
North parking lot 
and break into 
groups.  We  will  
ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ {ǘΦ tŀǳƭΩǎ 
afterward for Fall refreshments. Anyone is welcome 
to help. If you know of someone who needs help 
raking please contact Jaymes Hayes at 
jhayes@stplmunster.com or 219-836-6270 x249.  

Youth Encounter - Thursday, October 27thΣ {ǘΦ tŀǳƭΩǎ ǿƛƭƭ 
host  the  Captive Free team from the Youth Encounter 
organization. Captive Free, a relational music ministry 
team sponsored by Youth Encounter, ministers in 
churches, schools, detention centers, assisted living 
homes, and Christian youth conferences all across the 
country. Captive Free will lead a family worship event for 
all ages. The event starts at 7pm with a dinner for all 6pm. 
Meet in the Lunchroom for the dinner. Bring a friend and 
join us for this faith-encouraging program of music and 
personal sharing. We will need a few families to help host 
the team for the night. The next day, Friday October 28th, 
the youth are invited to go bowling with the Captive Free 
team. We will go to Plaza Lanes in Highland. Look for more 
information as it becomes available. For more information, 
please contact Jaymes Hayes at jhayes@stplmunster.com 
or 219-836-6270 x249. 

Values, money and teens ς what do they have in common? 
 .ŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƛǘ ƻǊ ƴƻǘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ȅƻǳΗ  When it comes to money, what values do you want your child to have? 
Generosity? Responsibility? Thrift? Something else? Values serve as an important foundation to managing money.  
Did you know:  
ω ²ƘŜƴ ŀ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŜƭŜŎǘ ŀ ǘƻǇƛŎ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛǎƘ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ƳƻǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǘŜŜƴǎΣ 
57% chose money management.*  
ω ст҈ ƻŦ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘŜŜƴǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ƳƻƴŜȅ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘΦϝϝ  

ω сл҈ ƻŦ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ǘŜŜƴǎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ŦƛƴŀƴŎŜ ŀǎ ŀ ǘƻǇ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘȅΦϝϝ  

 Have a discussion with your teen about personal money management (share, save and spend) and how they can be 
good stewards of their resources. Talk about their values, their goals and share your experiences to help open up the 
discussion.  
Starting the conversation now can help develop healthy money habits that will last a lifetime.  
For questions about your personal money management, contact your Thrivent Financial for Lutherans Wealth Advisor, 
Carsten Falkenberg at 800-663-8699 or at carsten.falkenberg@thrivent.com today. 
 ϝ/ƘŀǊƭŜǎ {ŎƘǿŀō άtŀǊŜƴǘǎ ϧ aƻƴŜȅέ ǎǳǊǾŜȅΣ нллу ϝϝ/ƘŀǊƭŜǎ {ŎƘǿŀō ά¢ŜŜƴǎ ϧ aƻƴŜȅέ ǎǳǊǾŜȅΣ нллт           201008424 

YOUTH GROUP NEWS 

Thrivent Youth Event- Thrivent is once again sponsoring 

a service event at Exceptional Equestrian Unlimited in 

Hobart, IN on Sunday, October 16th. We will meet at St. 

Paul’s in the church office parking lot at 1:15pm. We will 

do yard work, painting, and other maintenance projects 

there. This is open to 6th-12th graders. We will have dinner 

afterwards at the EEU and return to St. Paul’s around 

6:30pm. Sign up by October 9th. For more information, 

please contact Jaymes Hayes at 219-836-6270 x249 or 

jhayes@stplmunster.com. 
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Strengthening Schools  and 

Congregations (SSAC) Update 

In an effort to work through the tasks and recommendations 

from the SSAC report, a sub-committee was formed headed 

by Pastor Stumpf.  Those serving on the committee are 

Lois Braatz, chairman of the SSAC committee and interim 

principal, Kathy Boeckman, Teacher, Patti Wente, Youth 

Director, Cathy Bergin, Family Life Director, and Glenn 

Weller, Stewardship Director.  There were four recommen-

dations chosen that each committee member was assigned 

to explore and report back to the sub-committee and the 

Board of Education their findings. Two of the recommen-

dations are as follows: 

 
The school board should budget and provide funding for  

adequate staff development. Various programs to sponsor 

and/or have the faculty attend should include:  skill develop-

ment (methods), information sharing (computer technology, 

research), spiritual renewal (motivation, enthusiasm), and 

product development (curriculum, resources). 

 Cathy Bergin reported that the school board does budget 

for staff development.  There are three line items that apply:  

Continuing Education, Conventions & Conferences, and Retreats.  

The Joint Compensation Policy also provides with sections on: 

Conferences, Conventions, and Workshops, Per Diem Policy, 

Reimbursement Policy, and Funds for Continuing Education. 

  In the 2011 budget these line items mentioned above 

were not given funding due to budget cuts and trying to balance 

the budget.  However all needs of professional staff were paid for 

per the Joint Compensation Policy.  Funds are made available as 

needed,  often through  grants.  The  office  staff  can be very 

resourceful.  The Board of Education will try to fund these line 

items for 2012. 

 How are these development programs being addressed?  

Firstly, three teachers were able to attend classes for continuing 

education this year. Those who were interested will be traveling 

to Indianapolis for seminars this October.  Secondly, there were 

many informational and computer technology training sessions 

held this summer for all the teachers.  The new computer teacher, 

Mr. Albertin, has been instrumental in guiding all the teachers.  

New computer programs have been researched and implemented.  

Thirdly, teacher’s devotions are held and all are encouraged to 

attend.  Mrs. Braatz and I talked about the possibility of a day 

retreat locally with motivational speakers.  And lastly, curriculum 

development is a scheduled ongoing event.  Each subject is on a 

five year rotation, so they are always researching at least one 

subject.  This year a new Science and Religion curriculum were 

selected.  The new science program uses a lot of technology.  

Sessions were held to train teacher how to make the most of the 

new program.  Also, a new Art curriculum is to be implemented. 

 In conclusion I would say the board and school staff 

have already gone all long way in completing this task/goal in the 

last year.  I believe the items in this task are being addressed in a 

very positive way.  This task should always be ongoing, so that 

all are always striving to do their best and the board is always 

there to support the staff spiritually and financially. 

Avenues for communicating concerns should be made clear 

and should not leave open the feeling that such communica-

tion will result in repercussion. 

 Patti Wente reported that our current policies as defined 

in the Communication section of the St. Paul’s Lutheran School 

Faculty Handbook and the Procedures to Resolve Misunderstand-

ings section of the School Handbook are well suited to manage 

and resolve issues between and among administrators, parents,  

and staff.  When followed, these policies will result in satisfac-

tory, God-pleasing resolutions. 

 Parents who have taken the opportunity to meet directly 

with the interim principal, teachers or the pastoral staff have been 

satisfied with the meeting itself, though not always with the out-

come.  Effective communication can only be accomplished in an 

environment where parents and staff alike are encouraged to 

speak candidly, where differing viewpoints are weighed and 

evaluated, and where Christ-like behavior is exhibited at all 

times. 

 It is my recommendation that we continue to follow 

documented  procedures  and that personal meetings between 

parents and staff/administration and between staff and both 

school and church administration be encouraged.  It is in the best 

interests of participating parties that these meetings be scheduled 

in advance and held where the parties can speak candidly and 

without interruption.  Meetings should end with a recap of what 

was discussed; the outcome, if resolved; and the next steps, if 

applicable. 

IDEAS NEEDED!  In response to one of the action points 
of the SSAC (Strengthening Schools and Congregations) 
focus group, we are currently in the process of compiling a 
list of ideas and strategies that we hope will help 
strengthen the relationship between our pastoral staff, 
school staff, and the families of St. Paulôs church and 
school.  Anyone in the congregation is welcome to share 
their  thoughts by  filling out a survey form which will be 
located at the Welcome Center. As ideas are gathered, we 
will begin to share them with the appropriate church and 
school groups and start to implement them. Through this 
process,  we hope to  broaden our  school and church 
evangelism  plan.  We hope  to  base  it  on  the  idea of  
creating warmth and caring as Christôs love is shared in 
concrete ways between these groups.  Return completed 
forms to the mailbox of Kathy Boeckman, either at church 
or in the school office.  If  you  have comments or ideas 
beyond what is asked on the survey, we welcome those 
too! 
 

We plan to continue to report on the SSAC updates 

monthly in the newsletter. 
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