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I’m sure most of you have noticed the addition of the Advent wreath located to the left of the altar as you face it.  Most know that there are four Sundays before Christmas and the Advent wreath is like a countdown to that celebration.  Some may have wondered about the odd colored candle on the ring, as if the Altar Guild did not have four blue candles and scared up a rose color candle and hoped no one would notice.  But there is a reason for this third candle to be different.  It reminds us that this is Rejoice Sunday, the name from the Gradual, “Rejoice, greatly O daughter of Zion.”  The Old Testament also pictures this joy in the setting of a wedding, …as a bridgegroom decks himself like a priest…and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. (Is 61:10)  I am reminded about the first children’s program November 30 when the children sang ”Let’s Dress Up for Christmas.”

We are also doing the same in our homes.  The custom of dressing up our homes with lights and decorations brings festivity as we look forward to Christmas.  The centerpiece of the decoration is, of course, the Christmas tree.  I am told that I am a typical male when it comes to shopping.  I procrastinate in going out, dreading the traffic and the crowds.  I use to be in charge of buying the Christmas tree, but I only brought impatience and decorating anxiety to my poor wife.  A policy shift has taken place recently when our nephew came to visit over Thanksgiving.  While I was busy with something else they went to a Christmas tree lot and within five minutes picked out a tree, in another five minutes had it cut and placed on the delivery truck, and just five minutes more had it delivered and standing in the living room.  There was rejoicing all around, Linda because she could get going on the decorating, and me avoiding the deliberation of picking the perfect tree.

The Savior

One of the great symbols of the living Christmas tree to the Savior is that it gave up its life for our Christmas celebration.  


Christmas would not be a holy day if the purpose of God’s Son being born a human being was not to be our Savior.  Isaiah spoke to Israel 700 years before the Savior was born.  On the national front Israel was trying to play the clever politician with Egypt and Assyria, but that was like dancing with an elephant.  Very quickly Israel’s toes were crushed.  Internally, the people of Israel lived as if God did not exist.  They followed their own moral and ethical compass, cheating the poor, robbing each other through sharp business practice.  The atmosphere was full of distrust and mean spirit.  In the past whenever Israel fell into this pattern of disobedience to God, they only reaped bitter fruits.  Does this sound familiar in our country?  Today the times are also mean and sinful conditions need a Savior.  But the only solution to sin is turning to the one who laid down His life to forgive sins and restore man to God.  As the Christmas tree gives up its life for our celebration, God’s Son died on a tree to pay for our sins so we might know true joy in forgiveness.

The Light


Once you have the tree in the stand, it’s time to decorate.  The variety of decorations is large and no tree seems to be the same.  We decorate with ornaments, beads, popcorn, cranberries, tinsel, bows, and handmade decorations from the past.  But one thing most Christmas trees have are lights which shine out the Christmas season’s joy.


The lights on the tree remind us of the true light of the world, Jesus Christ.  His Word, promises, and miracles, demonstrated he was and is the Son of God.  He was there at the creation of the world and he hung on the cross for the redemption of the world and he will come for the judgment of the World.  He alone rescued the world from eternal damnation.  If a man were drowning and he was pulled out of the water, would just pulling him out be enough?  The rescue requires more.  The rescuer needs to pump the water out of the lungs so air can enter the lungs..  Christ died for sins and rose for our justification.  Our joy is to know our sins are paid for and forgiven, that Jesus has risen from the dead for us, we shall have the gift of eternal life in the resurrection.  When we are out on the highway at times we will see a flashing light and hear a siren.  Often we see the light first, letting us know something important is happening.  If the flashing light is an ambulance we think of how someone is in trouble, but we hope he will be saved.  Jesus the light of the world tells us we are saved by Christ.
The Gift


While we buy our trees ahead of time and decorate them as well before Christmas, we usually wait before we place the gifts under the tree.  Those who wait until the children have gone to bed on Christmas Eve know the full effect of those presents when they seem to suddenly appear Christmas morning.  How did they come there?  They did not just appear, they represent the time and sacrifice of the giver.  Someone made it happen so others may rejoice.

Isaiah 61:11b tells us of the Lord making righteousness and praise spring up.  Think of the opportunities you have to follow the Lord and cause righteousness to spring up.  We do this when we follow the Lord’s ways; we show godly love for our neighbor and honor them for their godly work.  If Israel of old had rejected the cleverness of the world and followed the Lord’s direction, they would have saved themselves a lot of misery.  The principle is still valid today.  Isaiah spoke of the deeds of the Savior who preached good news and healed the poor, the brokenhearted, the captives, and prisoners.  Those hurt by mean spirits and injustice were hurt by people who chose a different way.  When we, rescued by the grace of God, follow Christ, we are instrumental in bringing good news, healing, and championing the Lord’s grace to those around us.  Like the gifts under the tree, they are sacrifices.  When such righteousness comes from faith anchored in the Lord, praise indeed springs forth.  It is like the seed that grew and bore 60, 80, or 100 times, as Christ promised.

Indeed this is a Sunday to rejoice, we are reminded by God’s Holy Word that righteousness in God caused by the Savior who rescued us from sin and death, are acts which spring forth with praise and rejoicing.  How gracious God is that he who rescued us called us to share in his godly work to bring joy to God’s people.

