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	When I was in grade school my parents decided to send me to summer camp in Wisconsin for two weeks.  I was very excited about going to camp and being away from home for so long.  In the days before my departure my mother gathered up the clothes I needed, according to a camp preparation list.  It stated how many underwear, socks, pants, shirts, etc, were needed.  But the most important thing was that everything from socks to flashlight had to have my name on it.  For this my mother spent hours sewing cloth name labels.
	
	Did you know that God does the same thing?  God placed his name on His very special things.  Now all things belong to God because God is the creator of all things.  The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it. (Ps. 24:1)  He placed His name on these special things, not because He might lose them, but because we might lose them.  God placed his name on the temple because He promised to meet His people there.  He placed His name on a special group of people, descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and marked their flesh with circumcision.  

Why Does God Need to Place His Name on Us?
	When I was at camp I was forever misplacing things which would have been lost completely except for the name sewn on the clothes or camp gear.  But God doesn’t lose things, the problem is we get lost.  The problem is the sin in our life.  Sin wants to be lost from God so God doesn’t tell us what to do.  We want to have that power to tell ourselves what to do.  In the history of humans our first parents had a unique relationship with God.  Imagine walking in the cool of the evening with God and speak with him and have a close relationship better than a friend.  But sin destroyed that.  Man was estranged from God’s presence and began to make up all sorts of nonsense about the higher power they knew existed, but was so far away from they lost all knowledge of God.  The result is what we confess, “I a poor miserable sinner…(do we give this serious thought as it deserves?)…a lost and condemned creature.”  But God has searched us and found us and revealed to us Good News, we are loved and forgiven.

The Circumcision of Jesus
	The eighth day after Christmas is January 1.  In the Old Testament it was commanded that all male children descended from Abraham be circumcised.  This was the sign of the covenant, an obedience to the Law and an heir to God’s blessing.  The child was formally given his name and he became part of the covenant.  God placed his name on that child.	

	Jesus was sent as Savior by giving his perfect righteousness and obedience to the Law for us.  Jesus began that journey very early in his life.  On the 8th day of his existence as a human being he was circumcised in accordance with the Law and he began his journey of obedience for us.  In addition Jesus formally received his name – Yehsua, or Jesus, which means “God saves.”  This was Jesus’ mission.  Through Jesus the salvation of the world would be won and through the name of the Triune God this salvation would be given to us.

How Does God Give Us This Treasure
	Chris and Richard Andrews were brothers who were raised on welfare by a single mother suffering from mental illness.  The mother died early leaving two teenage sons to fend for themselves.  They knew nothing of their heritage except that there was nothing for them.  They grew to adulthood and married and made livings for themselves.  Then 30 years after their mother died a letter arrived from the Hoerner Bank in Germany.  It state they specialized in searching for missing heirs.  It further stated that unclaimed property had come to them from a cousin of their deceased mother.  The value of the real estate was estimated to be more than a half a million dollars.  Throughout their life they did not know they were heirs, but nevertheless this property was theirs.
	Every single human being is like Chris and Richard.  A great treasure is theirs, but many of them, because sin estranged them from God, do not know it.  He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs having the hope of eternal life. (Titus 3:5b-7)  When we were baptized in the name of the Triune God, His name was placed on our lives and we became heirs of what Jesus won on the cross for us.  Jesus won full and complete redemption – the hope of eternal life. We who once were lost because of our sin, was rescued by Christ – He saved us through the washing of rebirth. The power of this salvation now turns our life around, it remakes us in the power of God to be his own very special people – and renewal by the Holy Spirit. The renewal of the Holy Spirit is the creation of faith in our lives, the faith which accepts and counts on the promises of God in Holy Baptism.

	My summer at camp was great and I remember often going to the lost and found looking for lost things.  When my parents came to pick me up, my mother made sure to go through the lost and found and found a number of things I over looked.  The lost was redeemed and brought back and again to useful service.  We too are found by our Lord and redeemed so we might be friends with God and placed in God’s good and useful service.  Please, take Him with you, dear friends, into all the days of 2012, and all the days you get after that! Please, take Him with you, and you'll have what God wants to give: in Christ, a glad New Year.   Amen. 

