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Did you know there are some questions which have no right answers?  For example, there is a story of a prosecuting lawyer grilling a defendant in the witness box.  He asked the judge to instruct the man to answer his questions with only a “Yes,” or a “No.”  As the prosecuting lawyer questioned the man he asked, “Tell me, sir, have you stopped beating your wife yet?”  How could he answer with either a yes or no?  If he said, “Yes, I stopped,” he would admit he was beating his wife at one time.  If he said, “No, I still beat her,” he would also admit to harming his wife.  That’s a question designed to nail you.

Husbands also there are question which have no right answer.  If your wife asks you, “Dear, do you like your mother’s meat loaf better than mine?” what should you do?  The correct answer is to clutch your left arm, gasp for air, and fall to the floor.  Better to have the paramedics take you to the hospital than to reply.  Any answer will nail you.  Another one like that is when your wife asks, “Do these jeans make me look fat?”  That question can nail you.

The Story


Jesus is often seen as a “nice” person. i.e., blessing the children, touching with a healing hand, comforting the ills, forgiving sinners, saying things like, “Blessed are the peacemakers.”  But Jesus could also leave “meek” and “mild” behind when facing people who made up rules and said “Thus says the Lord.”  The Pharisees often tried Jesus’ patience with their pompous self-righteous attitudes, their condescending attitude to anyone who was not a member of the Pharisee club.  He called them a “brood of vipers,” “hypocrites,” and “blind guides.

The Pharisees never considered Jesus as their friend.  They constantly attacked him, made negative comments, voiced their condemnation, and censored everything he said and did.  It showed them to be petty and jealous and blind.  In short order they became angrier when they couldn’t stop Jesus and put Him in His place.  They were determined to nail Jesus.


There is a saying,” The enemy of my enemy is my friend.”  We saw this in World War II when Hitler became a threat to world peace you found Communist Russia, democratic America, and British constitutional monarchy working together.  So it was with the Pharisees who hated Rome forged an alliance with the Herodians who embraced and promoted Roman rule which supported King Herod.  Both parties agreed Jesus had to be nailed.  So together they came up with a plan, a question that any answer would get a person in deep trouble, would nail the person for good.
The Question


Before asking him the question, the Pharisees and the Herodians did some serious buttering up – Oh, teacher we know that you are truthful and wise and are not manipulated by people….  Then came the trap, Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar? Do you have to pay taxes to Rome?  For us, the question doesn’t sound difficult; of course, it is the law to pay taxes.  Why? Because if you don’t you get into big trouble.  But the question is cut from the same cloth as “Have you stopped beating your wife?”  Why?  If you say “No,” the Herodians will get very upset, report Jesus as a tax cheat, and get Jesus into trouble for breaking the law and maybe even accused of insurrection.  If you say “Yes,” the Pharisees would make sure everyone in the country would know that you support a pagan government, a very unpopular and unpatriotic opinion.  They thought Jesus was nailed.

Today similar questions are asked, like, “If God is so kind why are there wars, floods, earthquakes, tornados, auto accidents and murder?”  Or another like it, “If God is a God of love how could he condemn anyone to hell?”  They are questions designed to nail Christianity and create doubt and disbelief.
The Answer


Jesus knew their hearts and their evil intent.  He called them hypocrites, first building up with compliments, and then wanting to nail him with a trick question.  Jesus fortunately did not have to say either “Yes” or “No.”  He asked for the coin used to pay the tax, a denarius, the equivalent of a day’s wage for a day laborer.  He asked whose image was on the coin.  Everyone knew.  The face, like on our coins, on one side was the current emperor, Tiberius.  The inscription said, “Tiberius, son of the Divine Augustus.”  On the back was Tiberius’ mother sitting on a throne and the words “Pontus Maximus,” or High Priest, which meant the Emperor was the chief priest of the Roman pagan religion.  Now Jesus gives the answer the Pharisees hope they can nail Jesus.  The coin was made by Caesar, so the coin belongs to Caesar, so give it back to him.  Now if Jesus had stopped there the Pharisees would have nailed Jesus.  But Jesus continued, …and to God the things that are God’s.  The trap was set and sprung, but Jesus wasn’t nailed.

Why?  Because we are God’s people, we live in two kingdoms.  We are citizens who pay taxes for the general welfare and protection of our countrymen, and also citizens of God’s kingdom and part of His family.  Our first loyalty is to God.  Remember when Peter was told by the Sanhedrin, the ruling council, not to preach about Jesus, he said, We must obey God rather than man. (Acts 5:29)  We bear good Christian witness when we are responsible citizens, obeying the law, so God’s will and plan for his people can go forward.  Since we live in a democracy instead of a dictatorship, the laws are made by the people.  Sometimes laws go contrary to God’s law, so we witness to this error and do what we can to set it right, such as in the area of abortion, homosexual marriages, or legislations in support of immoral actions.  In a democracy we are free to speak, so speak we should as God’s witnesses.

But there would one day be a question Jesus would answer that would nail Jesus, nail him to a cross.  [Read Mt. 26:63b-64a, 65-67]  He was nailed by answering in truth, he came to save us from our sins.  He was the perfect sacrifice, took our sins on himself, and paid the just price for the sins of the word by his death.  When we believe on his sacrifice for our sins we can be forgiven, we can live, we will live for all eternity.  God is a God of justice, so justice was satisfied.  God is a God of love, he raised Jesus from the dead for our justification and salvation.

Questions can nail us.  Consider these questions.  Do you know anyone who loves you more than Jesus?  Do you know of anyone who offers absolute forgiveness, total peace, and eternal joy?  If your answer is “No,” only Jesus, you are nailed to Him who won life for you and me.  Amen.

